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fore Japan "is in no way bound to take cognizance of any private
agreement nor prepared to assent to an act which affects her vital
interests." Lenin was satisfied: "Japan says 'we shall not tolerate
anything that infringes upon our interests.' All right, you defeat
America. We shall not object. We have already set America and
Japan one against the other, and in this way an advantage has been
gained."

In the meantime the personality of Vanderlip and his bargain-
ings in Moscow began to attract interest in the United States. Soon
the whole deal became the laughing stock of the press. The New
York Times in an editorial said: ". . . It would appear that
Lenin 'fell' for those stories [recognition of the Bolshevik gov-
ernment, Vanderlip's own fabulous wealth, and his political im-
portance] with eager credulity. He may know American Socialists
and near-anarchists pretty well, but evidently has a lot to learn
about American promoters . . ." In a later editorial: "Mr. Van-
derlip . . . comes from Los Angeles, a city where long con-
templation of the climate has developed the lens of the human eye
into a high-power magnifying instrument, and close association
with motion picture press agents has induced a carelessness in
arithmetic . . ."e

The following spring Vanderlip made a second trip to Moscow
and again negotiated huge concessions, this time of forests in the
Archangel region. The new concession was to extend over 10 mil-
lion acres of spruce land and its term was to be 50 years. The agree-
ment was never signed. In the meantime Lenin had felt it neces-
sary to explain his blunders in the Vanderlip affair before a party
conference:

Although the counterintelligence of our Vecheka [later the GPU and
NKVD] is very efficient it unfortunately had not as yet extended to the
United States of America, and we did not succeed in establishing the
relationship between these Vanderlips. Some say there is no relationship
whatsoever [although this Vanderlip] was described to us as a great
magnate, received by all kings and ministers with great honors, which
circumstance permits the conclusion that his purse is very well filled.
6. Nffw York Times editorials, November i, and 19,1920.